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An ad hoc Olympic celebration planned for 
Vancouver’s entertainment district Satur-
day night has drawn the ire of the city, which 
has asked party planners to put a lid on their 
event.

The so-called “Gold Medal Celebration Par-
ty” by Tom and Gary’s Decentralized Dance 
Party has attracted more than 10,500 poten-
tial attendees on Facebook.

Participants are told to congregate on Gran-
ville Street wearing elaborate costumes and 
sporting boom-boxes, which will be fed 
music from a DJ using a portable FM radio 
transmitter.

That’s worried the city, which is concerned 
about crowd control, sidewalk congestion and 
sanitation issues. 

Organizer Gary Lachance said the city has 
demanded insurance and a number of per-
mits, which he doesn’t think are necessary for 
such a “spontaneous, flash-mob gathering.”

“These are beautiful, organic manifestations 
of the public to come together for the simple 
purpose of having fun and enjoying our pub-
lic spaces together,” he said, adding attend-
ees should be ready for “potentially the best 
night of their lives.”

Fire Chief John McKearney reiterated the 
need for organizers to obtain the proper per-
mits, but said it’s unlikely police or fire officials 
will shut down such a gathering.

“This is a bit of a new phenomenon for us, 
the social media,” he said. 

“Still, they have to realize you can’t just put 
out a message and have this giant party at any 
time you wish, without taking into consider-
ation how to provide safety and security.”

Lachance said he’s been taken aback by the 
city’s reaction.

“Thousands of people want to come out,” 
he said. “Given the city’s mandate to make 
this a more-fun city, it’s totally bizarre that, 
behind the scenes, this kind of thing is 
going on.”
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Four years after a devastating 
windstorm ripped through Van-
couver’s Stanley Park, nature has 
bounced back.

The ferocious storm howled 
through the city’s beloved park at 
close to 100 km/h on Dec. 15, 2006, 
levelling 42 hectares of forest.

Residents were shocked by the 
destruction, but Wednesday, as B.C. 
forest professionals toured the park, 
it became clear the storm was actu-
ally a natural, and man-made, wind-
fall for the park.

Today, Prospect Point is a biologi-
cally diverse forest, with huge cedar 
snags, one of them bearing a relo-
cated eagle’s nest, and several spe-
cies of small trees growing well in 
the extra light created by the blow-
downs.

“Our goal was to make the park 
safe, with the slopes stable and the 
seawall cleared, but it became much 
improved from a biological point of 
view,” said registered professional 
forester Jeff McWilliams. “It created 
a much more biologically diverse 
forest that became magnets for more 
birds and more bird species.”

Once park visitors recovered from 
the shock of the damage, “regu-
lar visitors and birdwatchers start-
ed saying they liked the park views 
much better, that the forest was full 
of light and the tree stands were 
magnets for birds.”

The windstorm led the parks board 
to draw up a detailed park man-
agement plan, addressing threats 
like wind, fire, insect damage and 
invasive plants. And now a fund of 
$600,000 from the sale of fallen tim-
ber is dedicated to park needs. 

City of Vancouver arborist Bill 
Stephen remembered hearing the 
winds in the early hours of the morn-
ing and knew the impact on the 
iconic 300-hectare park, beloved by 
locals and visited by seven million 
people a year, would be serious. 

“We woke up to go to work and 
found out we had to cut our way to 
work, we had to get out the saws just 
to open up the causeway,” Stephen 
told delegates to the Association of 
B.C. Forest Professionals, near Pros-
pect Point on Wednesday.

Park trails, the seawall, roads and 
the Highway 99 causeway through 
the park were deep in massive 
amounts of debris. Small stands 

and giant, centuries-old trees all had 
been uprooted and took out swaths 
of forest as they fell.

“Park board crews worked over-
time, seven days a week, just to 
clear debris, and then we realized 
we were going to need real help and 
expertise. We set up a steering com-
mittee of forestry professionals we 
called the ‘Wise Men’ and it turned 
out to be one of the best things ever 

done for the park.”
Stephen said the foresters weren’t 

fazed: “They’d all seen bigger 
windthrows.”

And the forestry experts soon found 
out how much Vancouver loved its 
park, as corporations, media and 
individuals raised more than $9 mil-
lion. Tree donations poured in from 
landscapers and volunteers stepped 
up to plant them.

The millions in donations the pub-
lic gave is still being used to achieve 
the vision quoted by University of 
B.C. Forest Sciences Prof. Steve 
Mitchell: “That Stanley Park’s for-
est be a resilient coastal forest with 
a diversity of native trees and oth-
er species and habitats, that allows 
park visitors to experience nature in 
the city.”
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Stanley bounces back from storm
VANCOUvER:  Four years after park devastated by winds, Mother Nature healing wounds

Some of the damage to a portion of Stanley Park from the 2006 windstorm that devastated Vancouver’s green jewel. Foresters on 
Wednesday toured the park to inspect its rehabilitation from the storm’s effects.  WAYNE LEIDENFROST � PNG


	theprovince.com
	Stanley bounces back from storm




