












































Accreditation Form	

Level 1: Compasser

To be endorsed (signed-off) by an Accredited Timber Cruiser (ATC), an Accredited Timber Evaluator (ATE), a Registered Professional 
Forester (RPF) or Registered Forest Technologist (RFT). 

1.1 Equipment Knowledge
A Compasser must be able to demonstrate the ability to safely operate and maintain:

�� hand compass;
�� diameter tape;
�� increment borer;
�� axe; and
�� horizontal and vertical distance measuring devices.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date

1.2 Field Procedures
A Compasser is able to demonstrate the following:

�� adjust declination settings, set directional bearings on a hand compass; navigate with minimum supervision;
�� establish a plot centre and reference point;
�� determine tree diameters at breast height;
�� determine tree age at breast height & measure growth increment;
�� assist in tree height measurements;
�� communicate field information clearly; and
�� conduct all tasks in a safe manner.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date

1.3 Field Knowledge
A Compasser is able to demonstrate the following:

�� differentiate between magnetic, grid and true north and set a navigational course and bearing from a map;
�� identify commercial tree species within the work area;
�� identify basic pathological indicators for trees;
�� identify common tree pests and other damage agents;
�� recognize basic map related features including orientation (contours) and linear features (roads, trails, etc.); and
�� be aware of appropriate job safety requirements.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date
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1.4 Office Procedures
A Compasser is able to demonstrate the following:

�� communicate clearly with supervisors and appropriate authorities;
�� assemble, copy and review field data and maps; and
�� conduct personal actions in a responsible and respectful manner.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date

Endorsement for Level 1 - Coast Endorsement for Level 1 - Interior

Print First and Last Name of Compasser Print First and Last Name of Compasser

has completed all the necessary competencies for Level 1. has completed all the necessary competencies for Level 1.

Endorsed By - Print First and Last Name Endorsed By - Print First and Last Name

Signature of Endorser Signature of Endorser

Endorser’s Member # Date of Endorsement Endorser’s Member # Date of Endorsement
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Accreditation Form	
Level 2: Cruiser-in-Training	

To be endorsed (signed-off) by an Accredited Timber Cruiser (ATC), an Accredited Timber Evaluator (ATE), a Registered Professional 
Forester (RPF) or Registered Forest Technologist (RFT).

2.1 Equipment Knowledge
A Cruiser in Training must be able to demonstrate the ability to operate and maintain:

�� all Level 1 equipment;
�� a prism and/or relaskop;
�� a communication device; and
�� a scientific calculator.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date

2.2 Field Procedures
A Cruiser in Training is able to demonstrate the following:

�� all Level 1 requirements;
�� measure field distances/calculate slope correction for horizontal distance;
�� determine the total corrected age of a tree;
�� determine tree length through measurement and/or estimation;
�� calculate plot radius factors for determining in and out trees;
�� establish fixed area plots;
�� estimate volume per hectare;
�� record accurate field notes/timber type, topography, tree quality info; and
�� communicate clearly and effectively.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date

2.3 Field Knowledge
A Cruiser in Training is able to demonstrate the following:

�� all Level 1 requirements;
�� identify and record tree genus/species found within the work area;
�� identify and record common pathology for trees, with distinctions made between biotic and abiotic sources of decay; 
�� identify and record tree classes with knowledge of and risk group classifications and their effects on percent decay calculations;
�� identify and record common tree pests and other damage agents;
�� recognize in the field common map and ortho-photo related features including forest cover attributes (species, age classes, etc.);
�� recognize legal survey features;
�� where applicable, be aware of GPS functions, limitations/appropriate use;
�� where applicable, be competent with Call Grade/ Net Factoring standards; and
�� be aware of appropriate regulatory and job safety requirements (e.g. Worksafe BC)

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date
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2.4 Office Procedures
A Cruiser in Training is able to assist in:

�� all Level 1 requirements;
�� assist with preparing a cruise plan map;
�� pre-stratification of timber types;
�� the CV% of an area to determine the sampling intensity for a given sampling error objective;
�� produce an adjusted cruise map including accurate placement of cruise strip locations, tie-points and if applicable, confirm timber types;
�� edit field data and prepare it for input into a cruise compilation program;
�� estimate volume and stems per hectare; and 
�� clear and effective communication.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date
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2.5 Office Knowledge
A Cruiser in Training is required to have basic knowledge of:

�� the components of decay, waste and breakage factors;
�� the principles of the cruise compilation system including cruise input data;
�� area calculation techniques;
�� base map origins including Albers, UTM projections, NTS, BCGS, TRIM and other sources;
�� basic forest cover map label information; and
�� contractual obligations.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date

Endorsement for Level 2 - Coast Endorsement for Level 2 - Interior

Print First and Last Name of Compasser Print First and Last Name of Compasser

has completed all the necessary competencies for Level 2. has completed all the necessary competencies for Level 2.

Endorsed By - Print First and Last Name Endorsed By - Print First and Last Name

Signature of Endorser Signature of Endorser

Endorser’s Member # Date of Endorsement Endorser’s Member # Date of Endorsement



Level 3: Accredited Timber Cruiser	

To be endorsed (signed-off) by an Accredited Timber Cruiser (ATC), an Accredited Timber Evaluator (ATE), a Registered Professional 
Forester (RPF) or Registered Forest Technologist (RFT).

3.1 Equipment Knowledge
An Accredited Timber Cruiser must be able to demonstrate the ability to operate and maintain:

�� all Level 1 and 2 equipment;
�� GPS unit (if used);
�� data loggers (if used); and
�� cruising data collection software (if used).

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date

3.2 Field Procedures
An Accredited Timber Cruiser is able to demonstrate the following:

�� all Level 1 and 2 requirements;
�� use a prism &/or relaskop & plot radius factor or diopter calculations to establish variable radius and plot radii for fixed area plots;
�� estimate volume per hectare from variable and fixed area plots;
�� determine basal area and species composition;
�� record and communicate clearly the identification, collection and collation of the field data; and
�� conduct supervision, field training and auditing for Levels 1 and 2.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date
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3.3 Field Knowledge
An Accredited Timber Cruiser is able to demonstrate the following:

�� all Level 1 and 2 requirements;
�� map reading skills – recognize all map related features including: topography (contours), planimetric, forest cover, scale & the 

appropriate datum;
�� determine field locations through navigation by referencing known points on maps and orthophotos; 
�� be aware of legal survey plans and notes and be able to recognize bearing trees and posts; and
�� be aware of GPS functions, limitations and their appropriate use. 

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date



3.4 Office Procedures
An Accredited Timber Cruiser is able to assist in:

�� all Level 1 and 2 requirements;
�� determine timber types through photo interpretation (or other means) and group into sampling strata;
�� be aware of the process to estimate the CV of the cruise plan area;
�� produce an adjusted cruise map including accurate placement of the cruise strip locations, tie points and confirmed timber type lines;
�� plan and conduct check cruising of compassers and cruisers in training;
�� prepare cruise data for the cruise compilation;
�� manage a daily work schedule; 
�� conduct office training and auditing for Levels 1 and 2; and
�� professional conduct in a manner consistent with the Foresters Act and ABCFP Bylaws

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date
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3.5 Office Knowledge
An Accredited Timber Cruiser is required to demonstrate understanding of:

�� all Level 2 requirements;
�� sampling theory for variable radius plot cruising including CV, standard deviation and sampling error objectives;
�� the appropriate decay, waste and breakage factors for specific areas;
�� log grade algorithm flowcharts at a basic level;
�� cruise compilation output data including lumber recovery factors and total cull (DWB);
�� a basic knowledge of how cruise data affects the appraisal system;
�� area calculation techniques;
�� the criteria and procedures for check cruising;
�� limitations of forest inventory map label information; and
�� timeline/efficiency requirements.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date

Endorsement for Level 3 - Coast Endorsement for Level 3 - Interior

Print First and Last Name of Compasser Print First and Last Name of Compasser

has completed all the necessary competencies for Level 3. has completed all the necessary competencies for Level 3.

Endorsed By - Print First and Last Name Endorsed By - Print First and Last Name

Signature of Endorser Signature of Endorser

Endorser’s Member # Date of Endorsement Endorser’s Member # Date of Endorsement



Level 4: Accredited Timber Evaluator	

To be endorsed (signed-off) by only an Accredited Timber Evaluator, a Registered Professional Forester (RPF) or Registered Forest 
Technologist (RFT).

4.1 Equipment Knowledge
At this level an ATE has already demonstrated the ability to safely operate and maintain all types of cruising related equipment for all previous 
levels. The endorsement must confirm this.

4.2 Field Procedures
An Accredited Timber Evaluator must be able to demonstrate the following:

�� all Level 1, 2 and 3 requirements; and
�� carry out supervision, field training and auditing for all cruiser levels.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date
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4.3 Field Knowledge
An Accredited Timber Evaluator must be able to demonstrate the following:

�� all Level 1, 2 and 3 requirements; and
�� thorough and competent knowledge of applicable regulatory cruising requirements. 

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date

4.4 Office Procedures
An Accredited Timber Evaluator must be able to demonstrate the following:

�� all Level 1, 2 and 3 requirements;
�� prepare a cruise plan map;
�� estimate the CV of the cruise plan area;
�� plan and conduct check cruising;
�� prepare check cruise reports;
�� review and approve or conduct cruise compilations;
�� produce a post-cruise report that accurately presents the criteria if requested by the client; 
�� coordinate and manage timber cruising projects; and
�� conduct office training and auditing for all cruiser levels.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date



4.5 Office Knowledge
An Accredited Timber Evaluator must be able to demonstrate the following:

�� all Level 2 and 3 requirements;
�� sampling theory for basic statistics and compilation calculations;
�� ensuring that appropriate decay, waste and breakage factors for specified areas are used;
�� interpreting log grade algorithm flowcharts at a working level;
�� compiling and interpreting computer cruise compilation output data including lumber recovery factors, grade and total cull (DWB);
�� how cruise data affects the appraisal system; and
�� map datum projections.

Competency endorsed by: 
Initial Member # Date

Endorsement for Level 4 - Coast Endorsement for Level 4 - Interior

Print First and Last Name of Compasser Print First and Last Name of Compasser

has completed all the necessary competencies for Level 4. has completed all the necessary competencies for Level 4.

Endorsed By - Print First and Last Name Endorsed By - Print First and Last Name

Signature of Endorser Signature of Endorser

Endorser’s Member # Date of Endorsement Endorser’s Member # Date of Endorsement
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Skills, Competencies & Experiences Form
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Record your additional skills, competencies and other experiences that are not mandatory to becoming an ATC or ATE but are professionally 
enriching or benefit timber cruising work.

Description Instructor Dates   (DD/MM/YYYY)

Example: Introduction to Statistics Cruising Trainer, BCIT 15-16/02/2011



Cruising Seminar & Course Attendance Form

ABCFP Timber Cruiser’s Log: Cruising Seminar & Course Attendance Form					    1

Record your attendance at courses/workshops and cruising association seminars.

Description Location Dates   (DD/MM/YYYY)

Example: Cruising Workshop Big Town 02-03/05/2011

Example: Field trip to resolve X cruising issue Spuzzum 15/07/2011



Cruising Work History Form
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Summarize cruising work experience.

Description/Employer Geographical Area Dates   (DD/MM/YYYY) Level

Example: Compasser, ABC Contracting Prince George 02/2005 - 05/2005 1

Cruising approx. 600 ha. & 140 Plots, DCE Cruising Burns Lake 05/2006 - 06/2006 2

Note: Please include a detailed work history indicating project details and time accumulated at each accreditation level.



330-321 Water Street
Vancouver, BC V6B 1B8

Tel: 604.687.8027  Fax: 604.687.3264
E-mail: info@abcfp.ca

Website: www.abcfp.ca




