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Introduction
These guidelines on scope of practice for Silvicultural Accredited Surveyors (SASs) 
have been developed by the ABCFP Forest Measurements Board (FMB) and 
approved by the ABCFP council. They are meant to provide guidance on the scope of 
practice for Silvicultural Accredited Surveyors.

An SAS has received accreditation through the Silviculture Survey Accreditation 
Process with the Ministry of Forests and Range (MFR) and has been accepted by 
the ABCFP as an Associate Member through an application process that includes 
character references and an outline of recent silviculture survey experience in a 
resume.

A SAS belongs to the ABCFP Associate Member class (Foresters Act Section 13 (e) 
and Bylaw 5.1.5) and is a sub-category of membership (Bylaw 5.22.1.2) under the 
Certified Forest Measurements Specialist category (Bylaw 5.22.1)

The intent of the ABCFP is to have Associate Members independently practise 
professional forestry related to silviculture surveys (Bylaw 6.9.1.3). At present, 
section 20 (1), (2) of the Foresters Act only authorizes independent practice to 
Registered Professional Foresters (RPFs) and Registered Forest Technologists (RFTs) 
but not to associate members. However, section 2 (3) (a) and (b) of the Foresters Act 
does enable an Associate Member and therefore, an SAS, to carry out silvicultural 
surveys designed by, or under the supervision of a registered member or special 
permit holder. 

In all cases, SASs are expected to comply with appropriate ABCFP Bylaws such as 
Bylaws 6.9, 11, 12 and 13. Silvicultural Accredited Surveyors:

Can vote on matters pertaining solely to Associate Members as determined 
by council, 

May serve on ABCFP committees or subcommittees as the CEO determines is 
appropriate, 

Must complete an annual self-assessment at membership renewal,

Are subject to the complaint resolution process described in the Bylaws, and

Are eligible for leaves of absence. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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The Role of a Silvicultural Accredited Surveyor (SAS)
SASs work within a forestry team that may include non-ABCFP members who 
are silviculture surveyors, other associate members and ABCFP registered and 
enrolled members. In addition to education-related distinctions between SASs and 
other forest professionals, the role of SASs also varies depending upon the size and 
complexity of the project, as well as the experience and competency of the individual 
SAS.

The SAS scope of practice tends to be more narrowly defined and focused (primarily 
project preparation, field work, compilation and reporting, and quality assurance 
aspects of silviculture surveying), than those of RPFs or RFTs. There is an emphasis 
on shorter time frames, practical skills and operating within established technical 
parameters and protocols. Recognition of the consequence of actions and decisions 
and their impact helps define the scope of practice limits for the SAS. For example, 
collecting many types of silviculture survey measurement data and attesting to its 
accuracy would be considered within the practice scope of a SAS.

SASs are not expected to sign and seal/stamp appropriate professional work 
products (e.g.: data compilations, reports and recommendations) as per Bylaw 10.5.. 
RPFs and RFTs with appropriate competence, sign and seal silviculture survey 
reports, free growing declarations, regeneration delays and other silviculture 
milestones. 

Scope of Practice of a Silvicultural Accredited Surveyor
The following scope of practice description for SASs is derived from the Ministry of 
Forests and Range Silviculture Surveyor Accreditation Program 2008 Performance 
Objectives. This scope of practice will be periodically reviewed by the ABCFP’s 
Forest Measurements Board.

Silvicultural Accredited Surveyors practise within the following scope for work 
designed by, or under the supervision of, a registered member or special permit 
holder. According to Bylaw 11.3.7 SASs must practise only in those fields or areas 
within this scope of practice where training and ability make them professionally 
competent.
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Project Preparation and Organization
Photogrammetric and field stratification to prepare for silviculture surveys,

Determine survey type timing, data to collect and sampling method, 

Walkthrough to prepare for the silviculture survey,

Establish parameters of the silviculture survey,

Plot layout and distribution on a field map, and

Choose an appropriate method for determining stand site index.

Field Work
Collect and record silviculture survey field data,

Determine stand site index,

Determine ages for immature and mature trees

Ground check photo-stratification based on both environmental and 
interpretive features,

Identify forest health damage, including biotic and abiotic damage and their 
impacts on the future stand,

Identify growth characteristics of non-crop vegetation,

Identify soil characteristics and its implications for management 
prescriptions,

Carry out multi-story silviculture surveys,

Identify critical factors, site and management limiting factors to explain how 
they affect the establishment, growth and development of the future stand and 
the achievement of stand objectives,

Biogeoclimatic and site classification,

Develop a basic field map that identifies strata boundaries, silviculture and 
inventory labels and basic map attributes, and

Survey to prescribed standards and provide recommendations to amend 
these standards.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Compilation and Reporting
Summarize silviculture survey field data and make appropriate 

recommendations based on data summaries,

Compile silviculture survey information and transfer this information to 
maps and forms,

Construct silviculture and inventory labels to the MFR reporting standards 
and describe their importance to forest management decisions,

Identify broad treatment options used for planting preparation and control of 
non-crop vegetation, and 

Recommend appropriate planting options, including seedling stock types.

Quality Assurance
Perform office and field survey inspections, 

Verify project preparation, field and compilation and reporting scope 
of practice work is collected, completed and summarized to appropriate 
standards, and

Documentation of quality assurance carried out and appropriate remedial 
implementation.

The Role of an SAS in Relation to Other Forest Professionals 
and Non-ABCFP Members
An SAS or a person who is not an ABCFP member can complete the above work 
outlined in the SAS scope of practice as long as he or she does work designed by, or 
is supervised by, a registered member or a special permit holder acting in accordance 
with his or her special permit, who is also competent with respect to silviculture 
surveying (section 2 (3) (a) and (b) of the Foresters Act). Supervision does not have 
to be direct supervision but these registered or special permit holder members must 
accept and take full legal responsibility and professional accountability� for the final 
work product of the non-member.

An SAS is professionally accountable for his or her own work product but the final 
product cannot include declaration of silviculture milestones (e.g.: regeneration 
delay and free-growing). Only an RPF or RFT with appropriate competence can 
declare silviculture milestones. 

�    This means signing and sealing with a certification statement that the work meets professional standards

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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RFT
An RFT has the authority under section 20 (2) (a) of the Foresters Act to perform 
aspects of the practice of professional forestry (silviculture, forest operations, 
forest measurements and protection) independently where he or she is competent. 
This includes work within the SAS scope of practice. An RFT with appropriate 
competence can make silviculture milestone declarations.

RPF
An RPF has the authority under section 20 (1) (a) of the Foresters Act to practise 
independently within the full range of the practice of professional forestry in areas 
where he or she is competent. An RPF with appropriate competence can make 
silviculture milestone declarations.
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